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stone was severely blamed for the inadequacy of his
support o£ Gordon. In 1884 Germany began to realise
her policy of securing a " place in the sun " by seizing
four separate portions of Africa. Gladstone and his
helplessly urbane Foreign Minister looked on im-
potently, and, but for the vigorous activity of English-
men and Scotsmen on the spot, would have seen Rho-
desia and Nigeria, as well as the Cameroons, Togoland,
South-West Africa, and East Africa pass into German
possession. Complete paralysis seemed to afflict the dis-
tracted Cabinet in the sphere of international relations.
The Russian occupation of Penjdeh, on the Afghan
frontier, in 1885 seemed to be opening up a new pros-
pect of British humiliation when' other causes led to
Gladstone's resignation.
These other causes related to affairs nearer home. In
domestic politics the main achievement of Gladstone's
second Ministry was the carrying of the Reform Act of
1884, supplemented by the Redistribution Act of 1885.
By the former measure the county franchise was assimi-
lated to the borough franchise—that is to say, the vote
was given to the great class of agricultural labourers.
By the latter measure the country was divided into new
electoral districts, each one, as a rule, returning a single
Member. Irish unrest, however, rather than Parlia-
mentary reform, absorbed the prime attention of the
Ministry. In 1877 Charles Stewart Parnell had taken
the lead in an agitation for Home Rule, and, in order
to make the agitation effective, had devised means to
render both the conduct of business in Parliament and
the maintenance of order in Ireland impossible. At
Westminster violent obstruction reduced the House of
Commons to chaos. In Ireland rampant crime—e.g.,
the assassination of Lord Frederick Cavendish, Chief
Secretary, on May 4, 1882—made all life and property
insecure. Gladstone tried to soothe the assassins and
their instigators by mild concessions—such as the Land
Act of 1881—and gentle coercions—such as the Act

